A simple automated solution for removing and applying sealing microplate lids.
With the improved reliability and efficiency of automation, there has been an increased desire to integrate automated sample management with automated screening systems. In order to store samples "on line" for an extended period of time, an automation-compatible means for sealing and unsealing microplates is necessary. Numerous commercial solutions are available for removing loose-fitting microplate lids; however, the task of removing a tight-fitting matted lid such as the RoboLid is more challenging. This paper discusses the design of an automated workstation for the application and removal of such tight-fitting microplate lids.